New IAOPA President

Craig Fuller is to replace Phil Boyer as President of AOPA US at the end of the year, and will automatically become President of IAOPA at the same time.

Mr Fuller is a Washington heavyweight who is currently executive vice president at the Washington PR firm of APCO Worldwide. He moved from California to Washington as President Ronald Reagan's assistant for cabinet affairs and served as Vice President George Bush senior's chief of staff. He has been a pilot and AOPA member for 40 years.

AOPA hired the headhunters Heidrick and Struggles a year ago to find Phil Boyer's successor. After hundreds of interviews a ‘shortlist’ of 100 candidates was produced, and it was announced at the end of June that Mr Fuller had been chosen. At the end of the first Bush Presidency Mr Fuller worked with international public affairs organisations in Washington and Philip Morris in New York before becoming president and CEO of the National Association of Chain Drug Stores. He learned to fly while still in high school and flew with the UCLA flying club at Van Nuys while earning a B.A. in political science. He has a Master's degree in urban studies from Occidental College in Los Angeles. He now flies more than 200 hours a year in his Beech Bonanza A36.

‘Being selected by the Trustees as only the fourth president of AOPA in 70 years is a tremendous honor and a serious responsibility,’ Mr Fuller said. ‘I am dedicated to ensuring that the best days of general aviation are ahead of us.’

AOPA chairman Bill Trimble paid tribute to Phil Boyer’s work as IAOPA President, saying he had transformed AOPA into a ‘forward-thinking and tech-savvy’ leader for vastly changed times in general aviation.

Mr Fuller becomes IAOPA President by virtue of the fact that the President of the largest of the 66 AOPAs worldwide automatically assumes the post.

